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Joe Sylvia, owner of Joe Sylvia Engineering, Welding & Equipment Retailer LLC in Norwich, says he and his business benefited from an entre-
preneurial training program he took at the University of Hartford. Now Three Rivers Community College in Norwich has decided to offer the
program in part because of the region's relatively high unemployment rate of 7.6 percent.
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Woody Allen once said 80 percent
of success is just showing up. Not
in today's labor market.

Schooling is taking on greater im-

portance as some unemployed re-
train for new jobs and business
owners look for new opportunities.
Labor Day's closeness to the first day
of school is looking like less and less
of a coincidence.

Three Rivers Community College
in Norwich has decided to host an

entrepreneurial training program
begun at the University of Hartford.
Three Rivers is participating in
"First Step FastTrac" in part because
the Norwich/New London area's 7.6
percent unemployment rate, while
below the state's 7-8 percent rate for
July, remains stubbornly above his-

toric averages.
"Now is the right time," Christi-

na Levere, Three Rivers' public re-
lations manager, said of the program
that begins Saturday. "It's really
for people who have lost their jobs."
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