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NORWICH — Friday morning
was a good one at the Public Works
Garage at Mohegan Park for a
dozen Norwich teenagers.

They came to collect doughnuts,
their work assignments and their
paychecks, all as part of the region's
Summer Youth Employment Pro-
gram.

"This is my favorite part of the
program — handing out the checks
and seeing the lads' faces," said
Pat Dixe, who coordinates the pro-
gram for the Norwich Human Ser-
vices Department.

The program, run by the Norwich
department, is in its third year. It is
using federal stimulus money to
provide up to six weeks of summer
employment for 124 students at 57
sites in Norwich, Colchester, Gris-
wold and Sprague. The goal is to
give children from low-income
families an opportunity earn mon-
ey and learn some job skills.

They make the minimum wage of
$8 per hour for up to 25 hours per
week and up to six weeks.

"We do things like weeding," said
Kirk Watson, 15, of Norwich, who
is in his third year at Mohegan Park.

Patrick Messick, 15, of Norwich
said he found out about the pro-
gram from his mother. He said
everyone reacted similarly the first
time they opened their pay en-
velopes and looked at their checks.

"It was awesome!" he said.
"It's a work-and-learn program,"

Dixe said. 'You can earn and save
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Yvena Louigene, 14, of Norwich weeds Friday at Mohegan Park in Norwich. She is in the Summer Youth
Employment Program. ':i • &


